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Remarks 

Claims 1 to 7 and 17 to 26 are in the application. Applicants herein cancel 
Claims 1-5, 7 to 16, and 18 to 26 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
therein. Applicants have amended Claims 6 and 17 in hopes of bringing the claims 
into conformance with the specification. The Applicants have added new Claims 27- 
39. Applicant's remarks below are made in the context of the claim set remaining 
after this amendment. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal 
of the rejections for the reasons set forth herein. There is no issue of new matter. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC § 112 

Claims 1 to 7 and 17 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 12, second paragraph, as 
allegedly being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, the Examiner 
suggests that the precise meaning of an "altered" antibody is unclear. 

Without conceding the validity of this rejection, Applicants have elected to 
present the invention in different terms, which terms obviate the asserted basis for this 
rejection. Applicants respectfully assert that due to the amendments made to the 
existing claims, this rejection is now moot. Specifically, Applicants have removed 
the term "altered" from the amended claims and replace with reference to a 
"humanised anti-MAG antibody or functional fragment thereof which binds to and 
neutralizes MAG", this preamble particularly points out and distinctly claims one 
embodiment that Applicants regard as the subject matter of their invention. 
Applicants cancelled claims 1-5 and 7. 

Claims 1, 2, and 7 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph, as 
allegedly containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in 
such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is 
most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The Examiner suggests that 
the claims describe claimed antibodies and functional fragments thereof by as few as 
one CDR. Without conceding the validity of this rejection, Applicants have elected to 
cancel claims 1, 2, and 7. 
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In view of the foregoing remarks and the claims as amended, the 
Applicant(s) respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw his rejections based 
on 35 USC §1 12, because the current amended and new claims render these 
rejections moot. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC S 102 

Claims 1 to 5 and 17 stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(e) as allegedly being 
anticipated by U.S. Publication 2004/0170627. The Examiner suggests that U.S. 
Publication 2004/0170627 teaches altered, neutralizing, humanized, monoclonal anti- 
MAG antibodies comprising CDRs VH1-3 and VL1-3 was well as a pharmaceutical 
composition thereof. 

Without conceding the validity of this rejection, and to further prosecution, the 
Applicant herein amends the pending claims terms to obviate the asserted basis for 
this rejection. Specifically, the Applicants amended the claims to refer to various 
humanised variable region sequences that are not disclosed in U.S. Publication 
2004/0170627. See for example, paragraphs 0019 and 0020 of U.S. Publication 
2004/0170627 and page 5, lines 20 to 25 of the instant application. The Applicants 
respectfully asserts that, due to the arguments and amendments made to the existing 
claims herein, this rejection is now traversed. 

In view of the foregoing remarks and the claims as amended, the 
Applicant(s) respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw his rejections based 
on 35 USC §102, because the current amended and new claims render these 
rejections moot. 
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The Applicants reserve the right to prosecute, in one or more patent 
applications, the claims to non-elected inventions, the claims as originally filed, and 
any other claims supported by the specification. The Applicants thank the Examiner 
for the Office Action and believe this response to be a full and complete response to 
such Office Action. Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and allowance of the 
pending and new claims is earnestly solicited. If it would expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to confer with the Applicants' undersigned 



GLAXOSMITHKLINE 

Corporate Intellectual Property - UW2220 

P.O. Box 1539 

King of Prussia, PA 19406-0939 
Phone (610)270-6150 
Facsimile (610)270-5090 



attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jason C. Fedon 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 48,138 



